Dysmorphology short reports with hypoalbuminaemia and staphylococcal infections resembled Leiner's disease, but he did not have the associated immunological abnormalities.' The trichorhinophalangeal syndrome was considered because of the sparse hair and femoral head dysplasia, but he did not show the other skeletal changes of this condition. Atrichia congenita may be inherited as an autosomal recessive disorder2 and in view of the possibility of consanguinity in the child's family, it seems likely that he has a rare autosomal recessive condition.
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We should like to thank Dr Andrew Warin for advice on the dermatological aspects of this case. 
